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PAVING CUTS

Issued September 23, 1966

Does a contract for the installation of gas mains by opening and closing of publicly owned road
surfaces constitute "Public Road Construction?"

Advice has been requested regarding the proper classification of contracts to install gas mains,
water mains, sanitary sewers, etc., which involves pavement cuts or the opening and closing of publicly
owned roads.

The classification "Public Road Construction" is imposed upon the "building, repairing, or
improving of a publicly owned street, place, road, etc."  RCW 82.04.050.  It is the position of the
Commission that the mere opening and closing of the road surface for the purpose of installing under-
ground facilities does not constitute building, repairing, or improving since the road surface is simply
returned to its original condition.  Thus, the full contract price is taxable as a retail sale.  (Letter.)


